
Parashat Chukat “Decree of” 
Four Winds Church 2018 

Numbers 19:1-22:1     Judges 11:1-33    Hebrews 9:11-28 

Numbers 19:1–6 (ESV)

Laws for Purification
19 Now the Lord spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying, 2 “This is the statute of the 
law that the Lord has commanded: Tell the people of Israel to bring you a red heifer 
without defect, in which there is no blemish, and on which a yoke has never come. 3 And 
you shall give it to Eleazar the priest, and it shall be taken outside the camp and 
slaughtered before him. 4 And Eleazar the priest shall take some of its blood with his 
finger, and sprinkle some of its blood toward the front of the tent of meeting seven 
times. 5 And the heifer shall be burned in his sight. Its skin, its flesh, and its blood, with 
its dung, shall be burned. 6 And the priest shall take cedarwood and hyssop and scarlet 
yarn, and throw them into the fire burning the heifer.

Numbers 19:9 (ESV)
9 And a man who is clean shall gather up the ashes of the heifer and deposit them 
outside the camp in a clean place. And they shall be kept for the water for impurity for 
the congregation of the people of Israel; it is a sin offering.

Numbers 19:11–13 (ESV)
11 “Whoever touches the dead body of any person shall be unclean seven days. 12 He 

shall cleanse himself with the water on the third day and on the seventh day, and so 
be clean. But if he does not cleanse himself on the third day and on the seventh day, 
he will not become clean. 13 Whoever touches a dead person, the body of anyone who 
has died, and does not cleanse himself, defiles the tabernacle of the Lord, and that 
person shall be cut off from Israel; because the water for impurity was not thrown on 
him, he shall be unclean. His uncleanness is still on him.

Numbers 19:17–19 (ESV)
17 For the unclean they shall take some ashes of the burnt sin offering, and fresh water 
shall be added in a vessel. 18 Then a clean person shall take hyssop and dip it in the 
water and sprinkle it on the tent and on all the furnishings and on the persons who were 
there and on whoever touched the bone, or the slain or the dead or the grave. 19 And 
the clean person shall sprinkle it on the unclean on the third day and on the 
seventh day. Thus on the seventh day he shall cleanse him, and he shall wash his 
clothes and bathe himself in water, and at evening he shall be clean.
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Numbers 19:20 (ESV)
20 “If the man who is unclean does not cleanse himself, that person shall be cut off 

from the midst of the assembly, since he has defiled the sanctuary of the Lord. 
Because the water for impurity has not been thrown on him, he is unclean.

Numbers 20:5–9 (ESV)
5 And why have you made us come up out of Egypt to bring us to this evil place? It is no 
place for grain or figs or vines or pomegranates, and there is no water to drink.” 6 Then 
Moses and Aaron went from the presence of the assembly to the entrance of the tent of 
meeting and fell on their faces. And the glory of the Lord appeared to them, 7 and the 
Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 8 “Take the staff, and assemble the congregation, you and 
Aaron your brother, and tell the rock before their eyes to yield its water. So you shall 
bring water out of the rock for them and give drink to the congregation and their cattle.” 
9 And Moses took the staff from before the Lord, as he commanded him.

Numbers 20:10–13 (ESV)

Moses Strikes the Rock
10 Then Moses and Aaron gathered the assembly together before the rock, and he 

said to them, “Hear now, you rebels: shall we bring water for you out of this rock?” 
11 And Moses lifted up his hand and struck the rock with his staff twice, and water came 
out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their livestock. 12 And the Lord said to 
Moses and Aaron, “Because you did not believe in me, to uphold me as holy in the eyes 
of the people of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this assembly into the land that I 
have given them.” 13 These are the waters of Meribah, where the people of Israel 
quarreled with the Lord, and through them he showed himself holy.

Numbers 21:4–9 (ESV)

The Bronze Serpent
4 From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of 

Edom. And the people became impatient on the way. 5 And the people spoke against 
God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the 
wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless food.” 
6 Then the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so 
that many people of Israel died. 7 And the people came to Moses and said, “We have 
sinned, for we have spoken against the Lord and against you. Pray to the Lord, that he 
take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8 And the Lord said 
to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten, 
when he sees it, shall live.” 9 So Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And 
if a serpent bit anyone, he would look at the bronze serpent and live.
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Romans 8:1–9 (ESV)

Life in the Spirit
8 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the 
law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and 
death. 3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By 
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in 
the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who 
walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5 For those who live according 
to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the 
Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6 For to set the mind on the flesh is 
death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For the mind that is set on the 
flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed, it cannot. 8 Those 
who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

9 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in 
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him.

Hebrews 9:11–28 (ESV)

Redemption Through the Blood of Christ
11 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then 

through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this 
creation) 12 he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of 
goats and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. 
13 For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons with the ashes 
of a heifer, sanctify for the purification of the flesh, 14 how much more will the blood of 
Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, 
purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God. 

15 Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may 
receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems them 
from the transgressions committed under the first covenant. 16 For where a will is 
involved, the death of the one who made it must be established. 17 For a will takes effect 
only at death, since it is not in force as long as the one who made it is alive. 18 Therefore 
not even the first covenant was inaugurated without blood. 19 For when every 
commandment of the law had been declared by Moses to all the people, he took the 
blood of calves and goats, with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both 
the book itself and all the people, 20 saying, “This is the blood of the covenant that God 
commanded for you.” 
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21 And in the same way he sprinkled with the blood both the tent and all the vessels 
used in worship. 22 Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and 
without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins. 

23 Thus it was necessary for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with these 
rites, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 24 For Christ 
has entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true things, 
but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf. 25 Nor was it 
to offer himself repeatedly, as the high priest enters the holy places every year with 
blood not his own, 26 for then he would have had to suffer repeatedly since the 
foundation of the world. But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages 
to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27 And just as it is appointed for man to die 
once, and after that comes judgment, 28 so Christ, having been offered once to bear the 
sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are 
eagerly waiting for him.

John 3:14–21 (ESV)
14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted 
up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 
him should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 
18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 
19 And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the 
darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. 20 For everyone who does 
wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his works should be 
exposed. 21 But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly 
seen that his works have been carried out in God.”
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